[Postoperative hemopericardium compressing the left atrium. Apropos of 8 cases].
The authors report 8 cases of hemopericardium compressing the left atrium occurring at varying intervals after cardiac surgery. This is an unusual anatomical and classically rare site of pericardial effusion. This type of tamponnade has special clinical features, leading to a picture of subacute left ventricular failure, by interference with filling and typical echocardiographic appearances, with special features in two-dimensional mode and, in TM mode, an abnormal anterior movement of the posterior wall of the left atrium, which is studied. CT scan of the thorax, when performed, confirms this highly specific topographic situation. This type of effusion must be managed surgically as quickly as possible, with an anterior approach, either by left thoracotomy or by midline sternotomy.